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Renovated in three stages,

this urban home has under-

gone a transformation that
builder Yuill McGregor calls

‘urban country’ .
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The third phase of the renovation was the
creation al a three-storey hybrid timber
frame addition built up and over the original
house. See the ‘before’ photo on page 81
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tertop are handy, recessed stainless steel
tubs are ready accept compost materials
and scrub brushes are within easy reach of
the sink.

The faucet is wall mounted to conserve
space, and a built-in soap pump (a gadger
McGregor loves and has installed
throughout the house) is built into the
countertop close at hand.

Task lighting and under the counter
lighting is provided and there's a heat
recovery ventilator that conditions
Incoming air.

The eating area/family room boasts
beautiful old-growth Douglas Fir, res-
cued from a warehouse downtown and a
tannery in Acton, Ontario, McGregor
says.

“Douglas Fir is the choice of fine
homes in the U.S. It's valuable, rare and

lasts forever,” he says. Being a builder, he

says he realizes the importance of wood
and takes an active interest in forest
management.

One-quarter inch steel brackets hold
massive beams in place and plumbing
pipes are left exposed. “It's mean and
lean,” he says.

The back wall, which has windows
overlooking rhe backyard, features a
massive stone fireplace. The fireplace
front was built horizonrally, with steel
rebar every 10 inches across and four
inches of concrete. Rocks were placed,
then grouted with a r-»]url":,' coat of river
pebbles. The approximately 2,800-
pound slab was lifted by a chain system,
buttered with an adhesive and bolred
into place on the wall.

Doors lead to the backyard, where a
wood deck with bent steel searing and a
gas barbecue overlook the plunge pool,
waterfall and sandbox. One side of the
property features a tiered garden, wirh
seedless grapes growing on the upper-
most tier, and strawberries on the tiers
below. An ornamental pear tree grows
through the roof of the pool building.

The home's lower level houses an
office, a laundry room and space
designed to offer maximum storage.
There's a dehumidifier hooked directly

to a drain, and all cold water faucets that



provide drinking water are centrally fil-
rered.

The home entertainment room has a
floor that is heated 24 inches from the wall
- away from built-ins thar offer wine stor-
age for 330 hortles. The room, with a
built-in sofa bed and cedar lined drawers
for linen storage, doubles as a guest room.

Wood stairs leading to the upstairs bed-
rooms offer drawers and shelves ar every
turn and a play area is rucked under the
staircase ar the first landing.

Cedrine’s bedroom has large wooden
bunk beds with drawers underneath and a
built-in desk. At 27 inches high, it serves
her well now, but can be raised to 30-inch
adulr height as she grows. The closer is
outfitted the same way, with clothes bars
that can be raised and shelving that can be
moved or removed as required.

The master bedroom has a wall of win-
dows, a huge stone fireplace and an over-
sized air massage tub beside the bed. “I
can't imagine why you'd build a wall
around” the rub, McGregor says.

There's wood and more wood - a mas-
sive bed with large pull our drawers and
specially designed openings to accommo-
dare sports bags.

Large mirror clad medicine cabinets
stand over the sink and its “stealth
bomber” shaped countertop made of air-
craft aluminum, anodized black. The com-
mode is enclosed.

In the dressing area, wood cabinets pro-
vide closet space, and mirrored doors pro-
vide access to more storage space, and hide
the air handler and filter system.

A beautiful and unusual in-laws’ suite,
the third-floor space features a sleeping
area, a bathroom and a wall of glass with
doors leading to a rooftop deck. Again,
space is used to the max, with double-
sided cabinets serving the bathroom and
bedroom areas.

On close inspection, eight eye bolts can
be seen sprouring from the top of a rock
wall outside the in-laws’ suite. You puessed
it. It's another rock climbing wall.

Filled with surprises, this home is a
trechouse of 50rLs; |"‘L‘r"IIIT]T.l||., vetr effi-
cient and practical, and it stands apart
from rest. |

For more imformation, see page 119,



