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What is Kebony?
Kebony is the only sustainable alternative to tropical hardwood 
when beauty and  performance are essential.
 
Developed in Norway, the Kebony® technology is an environmentally  friendly, 
 patented process, which enhances the properties of sustainable softwood with 
a bio-based liquid. The process permanently modifies the wood cell walls giving 
Kebony premium hardwood characteristics and a rich brown color.

Ideal for exterior applications that demand high performance and a refined look, 
Kebony is available in clear and  character grade. After exposure to sun and rain 
the wood develops a natural silver -gray patina. Performance is maintained while 
beauty is enhanced.

Recognized as Technology Pioneer by the World Economic Forum and  Global 
Cleantech 100 listings, Kebony has been embraced by leading American and 
 international architects and developers, which are served through a global sales 
and distribution network.

As part of the company’s commitment to corporate social responsi bility,  Kebony 
has chosen to participate in these global  initiatives:
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Kebony® technology

Wood cells  
before treatment

Wood cells soaked 
in liquid

Furfuryl alcohol. 
Produced from a  
bio-based liquid

Wood cells  
after treatment:  
significantly thicker 

Stable, locked-in furan 
polymers in the wood cell 
walls give:

   Outstanding stability
   Maximum hardness
   Guaranteed long life

STEPS

Impregnation

Curing 
& Drying

Kebony
wood
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Kebony Clear & Character

UNTREATED SOFTWOOD

NEW KEBONY

WEATHERED KEBONY

Clear

Clear

Clear

Character

Character

Character
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Durability, hardness  
& maximum movement

(*)  Sapwood

 Wood Durability  Hardness Swelling
 species 1=best Janka Dry to wet
  EN 350 (lbf) in tangential 
    direction (%)

 Ipê  1 3510 6

 Kebony Clear (SYP) 1 1705 5

 Kebony Clear (Radiata Pine) 1 1618 4

 Teak  1 1070 3 – 4 

 Thermo Ash 1 – 2 900 5

 Kebony Character (Scots Pine) 1 – 2* 630 6

 Bangkirai  2 1600  11

 Oak 2 1060  4 – 6

 Thermo Pine  2 600 4

 Siberian Larch 2 – 3 740  7

 Scots Pine 3 – 4 540  8

 Maple (European) 5 1010  9

Boat house Norway
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Kebony applications

RESIDENTIAL PUBLIC COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPE MARINE
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Product benefits

REAL  
WOOD

OUTSTANDING  
STABILITY

MAXIMUM  
HARDNESS

LOW  
MAINTENANCE

REFINED &  
BEAUTIFUL

GUARANTEED  
LONG LIFE

Real wood with  
enhanced cell  

structure

Swelling and  
shrinkage reduced 

 by 40 – 60%

Hardness levels 
increased to levels of 
the best hardwoods

No additional 
treatment needed  

beyond normal  
cleaning

HIGH  
RESISTANCE

Against fungi,   
rot and other   

wood destroying  
microorganisms

SAFE &  
TOXIN-FREE

No toxins or harmful  
impregnation 
 substances

ECO-  
TECHNOLOGY

Bio-based liquid  
used in Kebony  

technology

SUSTAINABLE   
SOURCES

Sustainably  
sourced
timber

Develops a natural 
patina after exposure 

to sun and rain

Outdoor lifetime  
warranty of  

30 years against rot

Kebony is a highly  durable, 
sustainable wood with the 
 aesthetics and  performance of 
the best  tropical hardwoods. It 
requires minimum maintenance 
and brings low life cycle costs.
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New

The Beach Pavilion 
 Bexhill-on-Sea in  
Sussex / UK. The pictures 
show how the  elements 
have given the   wood a 
 beautiful patina. Left: 
NEW WOOD 
Right: WEATHERED

The Kebony® 
 technology  gives a 
deep  rich brown color.  

After  exposure to sun 
and rain the wood 
 deve lops a  natural 
silver- gray patina.

Original color can be 
main tained using UV 
 protection oils.

Performance maintained, 
 beauty enhanced

Kebony Character Kebony Clear
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Weathered 

AFTER 3 YEARS

Kebony Character Kebony Clear

Kebony is  
a natural wood 
 product for  outdoor 
 applications and 
its  appearance 
will  therefore be 
 influenced by  local 
environmental 
 con ditions over time.

 Usually, color changes 
and checking, or small 
surface cracks, will 
occur due to natural 
weathering.

The  manufacturer 
 cannot be held 
 liable for any of 
such  vari ations in 
color and  surface 
appear ance as this 
will not  in flu ence 
durability and overall 
 per formance of the 
 product.
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Edgewater Resources, the designer and developer of the project, aimed to create a marina that would be beautiful, but 
also strong enough to withstand the harsh weather of the Great Lakes coast. 

The Inn at Harbor Shores

Kebony clear boardwalk was used for the 
decking of 68 seasonal docks at the  Marina 
at Harbor Shores of St. Joseph,  Michigan. 
The docks range from 35–40 feet in length  
and the broadside docking will hold  transient 
 vessels up to 200 feet in length.  Edgewater, 
the  designer and developer of the  project, 
aimed to create a marina that would be   
beautiful, but also strong enough to with-
stand the harsh weather of the Great Lakes 
coast.

“We have designed more than 300  marinas 
around the world utilizing nearly every type 
of decking material available, and  Kebony 

   St. Joseph, Michigan

stands out as one of the best,” said Greg 
Weykamp, Principal at Edgewater  Resources.

“Since  installing  near  ly 
12,000 square feet of 
 Kebony  decking two  
years ago at a public   
boardwalk and  marina 

south of Chicago, not a  single piece of 
Kebony has needed to be  replaced for 
any reason. When  compared to a  recent 
1,000-slip treated pine  marina project  
that required 5  percent of the boards to  
be replaced in just six months, Kebony’s   
durability truly is unbeatable.”

Photography ©
 Pine River G

roup

“Kebony’s 
 durability  truly 
is  unbeatable”
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A stunning retail and dining space has opened on Oahu’s southern shore. Designed by Oz Architects, the property 
brings the outside in with natural materials including Kebony wood.

Tommy Bahama   
Restaurant & Bar 

A stunning new retail and dining space has 
opened on Oahu’s southern shore. Tommy 
Bahama Honolulu Restaurant Bar & Store 
chose the vibrant beachfront neighbor-
hood of Waikiki as the location for their 
newest opening. Designed by Oz Architects, 
the property brings the outside in with 
natural materials and Kebony wood used 
 throughout.

The property, split  
across three  levels, 
was described as 

“the most elaborate we’ve ever built” by 
Tommy Bahama’s Executive Vice President 

“the most elaborate  
we’ve ever built”

   Waikiki, Hawaii

of Marketing, Rob Goldberg. Kebony was 
used throughout the restaurant and rooftop 
lounge – an area of 15,000 square feet – and 
the property’s centerpiece spiral staircase, 
which joins the second and third floors, was 
exquisitely crafted with Kebony.

Environmental impact was a key concern 
of Tommy Bahama in the design of the 
 project, which made Kebony the perfect 
choice.  Kebony is an environmentally friendly 
 product that has the durability, hardness and 
dimensional stability of tropical hardwood.

 Photography ©
 Tom

m
y Baham

a
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A successful renovation of a centuries-old home in the Chevy Chase neighborhood of Washington, D.C. Kebony cladding 
was chosen to enhance its look with a contemporary exterior. 

The Rainscreen House

The homeowners sought a modern look for 
the 1920s residence that was  previously 
masked by a large roof and masonry. The 
 architects looked for a natural wood  cladding 
material that could act as a rain screen 
and provide a simple, clean and controlled   
texture. The product needed to offer the 
 ability and flexibility for modern detailing.

“Kebony wood pro vided con-
struct  ability that couldn’t be  
matched by other wood 
 siding types,” said  Jonathan 

Kuhn, the  architect responsible for the home’s 
reno vation.  “Kebony was easy to work with, 
which helped achieve close tolerance in the 
 detailing and assembly without using  special 
equipment.”

“Kebony 
was easy to 
work with”

   Washington, D.C.

Kuhn was also attracted to Kebony’s sus tain-
ability and longevity due to the  organic, bio-
based solution used to  modify the wood via 
patented  techno logy. Its  timeless qualities 
provide an element of depth that Kuhn knew 
would age gracefully over time as the gray 
patina develops.

The result of the yearlong project was a full 
renovation including a second floor addition 
along with a habitable attic. The addition 
is a significant structure clad in wood that 
 intersects with the expansive roof of the 
existing house. The interior also features 
contemporary design that matches its new 
exterior. The new form and materials of the 
home  maintain the context of the urban yet 
residential neighborhood.

Photography ©
 Jonathan Kuhn
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Miami Science Barge is a floating marine laboratory and public environmental education center that catalyzes the local 
effort to build a sustainable Miami. Deck and tables are made from Kebony. 

The Floating Science Barge

Kebony supplied more than 900 square 
feet of decking for the Miami Science 
Barge, a floating urban ecological labora-
tory and public environmental education 
center.The barge provides STEM students 
with  oppor tunities to explore new green 
techno logies and marine life. CustomBeach, 
a Florida -based design and construction 
 com pany, also used Kebony as the  primary 
building material for the barge’s  learning 
center, including four modular multi purpose 
tables and eight benches. They also  provided 
product for a retail station, hostess stand 
and recycling bins.

“We were incredibly pleased to team up with 
Kebony on this project and excited that they 

   Miami, Florida

were able to 
 provide us with 
a  dur able, low- 
mainten ance 
and  natural 
 building mat-

er  i   al,” explained  Thomas Bache-Wiig,  own er 
and head of  oper ations at Custom  Beach. 
“At  CustomBeach our  mission is to enhance 
the out door ex  perience by  crea ting cutting    
edge sustain   able  pro ducts. Kebony helps us 
do just that. The wood’s  ability to with   stand 
un  pre  dict    able  tropi cal weather con  ditions 
 makes  Kebony the  ideal  material especially 
for this  project, comple menting the barge’s 
 sustain ability  efforts.”

“The wood’s ability to 
withstand unpredict-
able tropical weather 
conditions” 

Photography ©
 A

na Leiva Photography
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Previously an area of post-industrial wasteland, the park was designed to reflect the site’s industrial heritage and 
 spectacular views with sustainability incorporated throughout.  

Hunter’s Point South 
 Waterfront Park 

After more than four years of development, 
Hunter’s Point South Waterfront Park is now 
welcoming visitors in Long Island City, mark-
ing the first chapter of rejuvenation for the 
riverside neighborhood in Queens, New York. 
The project won multiple awards, including 
the Honor Award by ASLA.

Designed by Thomas Balsley Associates and 
Weiss/Manfredi, Hunter’s Point comprises a 
sprawling, oval-shaped green to accommo-
date all types of recreational uses, including: 
an urban beach, a rail garden featuring na-
tive fauna planted over disused freight rails, 
and a soaring, eye-catching pavilion that 

   Queens, New York

connects urban-dwelling areas to the East 
River waterfront.

The park’s  elevated 
wood en boardwalk 
has decking in  Kebony 
Clear. The use of 
 Kebony at Hunter’s 

Point demonstrates the versatility, dura bility 
and aesthetic value of the product. This 
 innovative and  integrated design  creates 
a new sustainable strategy that weaves 
 infrastructure, landscape and architecture, 
bringing the city to the park and the park to 
the  waterfront.

Photography ©
 Kebony

“versatility, 
durability and 
aesthetic value”
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The purpose of the park is to preserve the heritage of the area and provide Santa Clara families with educational and 
recreational opportunities pertaining to the landscape. 

Martial Cottle Park

Martial Cottle Park welcomed three new 
 facilities to achieve LEED Silver certifications. 
These additions will complement the 287-
acre landscape and include a 4,000 square 
foot visitor center that neighbors the park’s 
historic orchards, a 3,600 square foot staff 
and maintenance building with  storage and 
a 300 square foot entry kiosk. The purpose 
of the park is to preserve the heritage of the 
area and provide Santa Clara families with 
educational and recreational opportunities 
pertaining to the landscape. Kebony was 
used as a sun shading device and rain screen 
for the cladding, applied to pre-fabricated 
bathrooms and also utilized as a fencing 
material connected to the structures. The 
project was designed by Page & Turnbull in 
collaboration with the California and  Santa 

   San Jose, California

Clara County Departments of Parks and 
 Recreation.

 
“We wanted to use 
building  materials 
that would show-
case the  natural 
 scenery of this 
beauti ful   land scape  

without  compromising the structural inte-
grity of the  facilities.  Kebony’s durability, high 
resistance to  Cali fornia’s extreme weather 
 conditions and toxin-free nature aligned with 
our vision of sustainability and giving back to 
this park district,” explained Tom  Dufurrena, 
Princi pal Architect at Page & Turnbull.

Photography ©
 Rob H

ansen

“our vision of 
 sustainability and 
giving back to this 
park district” 
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For the latest info please check www.kebony.us KebonyWood
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